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Things To Know About Worship 

 

 Bethany Lutheran Church values people of diverse race, sexual identity, ethnicity, and 
political affiliation. All are welcome at Bethany Lutheran Church and this community is 
enriched because you are here. We are together for good!  

 
 Welcome to Bethany! If you have questions or would like to consider making Bethany 

your church home, visit our website, Bethany-Denver.org, or stop by the Newcomer Nook 
after worship. The pastoral team, consisting of Pastor Gary Sandberg (he/him), Pastor Nate 
Preisinger (he/him), Pastoral Intern Rita Argus (she/her) and Director of Pastoral Care Janet 
Mortinsen (she/her), is available to speak with you. 

 
 Participating in Worship: There will be times during worship when you are invited to 

stand, but if it is more comfortable or more meaningful for you to remain seated, please feel 
free to do so. 

 
 Communion Statement: Everyone gathered for worship is invited to take part in 

Communion. Jesus did not place any barriers around who received communion and neither 
does Bethany.  

 
 As we gather this morning, we acknowledge the Cheyenne, Ute, and Očhéthi Šakówiŋ  

(oh-chey-tee shah-koh-ween) tribes on who’s lands we live and learn. We give gratitude to 
the indigenous peoples who nourished these lands, and who remain among us even today in 
the midst of the broken agreements that are mourned.  

 
 Staffed Nursery: We love having children in worship! However, for directions to our 

nursery, please speak with an usher. NOTE: The Nursery will not be staffed for these 
services but you are welcome to use it with your child.  

 
 Hearing Assistance Device: Please see the Sound Tech in the A/V booth at the rear of the 

Sanctuary if you need a hearing assistance device. 
 
 Worship Servants:  Thank you to all the A/V team, Ushers, Communion Servers, Altar 

Guild, Musicians, Embrace Volunteers and Sacristans for your work to greet people and 
make worship happen. We always need Worship Servants - sign up at  
www.signupschedule.com/Bethany! 

 
 New to Bethany? Stop by the Newcomer Nook at the Mission Center desk for some 

Bethany information! 
 
 Youth and parents of Youth! Stop by the Faith Formation booth in the Fellowship Hall 

for opportunities and activities information. 
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 Gathering  

Prelude                             

Welcome                                                                                                      Pastor Nate Preisinger 

Easter Litany                                                  
 

Gathering Hymn                       Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                                                    ELW #365 

You are invited to stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Call To Worship                                                                                                                    Intern Rita Argus 
 
 The tomb is dark, but empty. 
       The one we are looking for has overcome death. 
 The stone has been rolled away. 
       The one we are looking for is stronger than the grave. 
 The burial clothes are put aside. 
       The one we are looking for is alive! 
 Christ is risen! 
       Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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Prayer of the Day 

 Most Holy God, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of life. 
Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ. Give us eyes to see beyond the grave as 
we become once again a resurrection people. Help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal 
life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn                                       Now All the Vault of Heav’n Resounds                                         ELW #367 
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 Word  

 

Psalm                                                    Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 
 1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 

        2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
       15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
      “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 

       17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 
 18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
       19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
       I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 20“This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter.” 

      21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation. 
 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
      23By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Lesson                                                              Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and 

motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 

1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 

hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you 
also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 

Gospel Acclamation   
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Gospel                                                   Matthew 28:1-10                                           
 

      The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.  

1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 
to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from 

heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel 
said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is 
not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell 

his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, 

took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

        The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon                                                                                                                          Pastor Gary Sandberg 

 

Hymn of the Day                      The Day of Resurrection!                                         
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Nicene Creed                                                                                                                        Intern Rita Argus 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
     maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
    through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers 

 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with others around you. After sharing the Peace, please be seated. 

 

 

 Offering   

Abundantly Bethany                                                                                                      Pastor Nate Preisinger  

     To fill out your digital connection card, go here www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect. 
 

Offering 

    You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts! 

    (1) On our website, find the giving button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at Bethany-Denver.org,  

    (2) Through the Bethany Connect App/Realm  

    (3) Use a card at the kiosk in the Welcome Center  

    (4) Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code 

    (5) Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113) 

 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect
Bethany-Denver.org
http://www.onrealm.org
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 Offertory Music                                       Worship the King  

Sounds of Praise, dir. Paula Wills                     (Saturday, 5:00pm)                                                      Billy Funk 

Worship the King, the One who died to free us, the One who conquered death in victory; 
Worship the King, the One who lives forever, He shall reign throughout eternity. 

Darkness and gloom filled the earth, Satan was celebrating victory; 
Jesus arose, He is alive! No grave could hold the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 

Then every tongue shall confess, He is the Christ, yes, He is the Lord; 
Jesus arose, He is alive! No grave could hold the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 

 

                                                                    I Know That My Redeemer Liveth                                  G. F. Handel 

Laura Tribby, soprano                                          (Sunday, 7:30am) 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. 

And though worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God. 

For now is Christ risen from the dead, the first fruits of them that sleep. 
 

                                                                 Awake, Arise, Lift Up Your Voice                              Richard Webster 
Chancel Choir, dir. Michael Pohlenz              (Sunday, 9:00 & 10:30am)  

Awake, arise, lift up your voice, let Easter music swell; 
Rejoice in Christ, again rejoice and on his praises dwell. 

O, with what gladness and surprise the saints their Savior greet; 
Nor will they trust their ears and eyes but by his hands and feet. 

Those hands of liberal love indeed in infinite degree, 
Those feet still free to move and bleed for millions and for me. 
His enemies had sealed the stone as Pilate gave them leave, 

Lest dead and friendless and alone he should their skill deceive. 
O Dead arise! O Friendless stand by seraphim adored! 

O Solitude again command your host from heaven restored! 
Awake, arise, lift up your voice, let Easter music swell; 

Rejoice in Christ, again rejoice and on his praises dwell.  Alleluia! 

 

 

 Meal  
Welcome to the Lord’s Table                                                                          Intern Rita Argus 

 

Celebration of Holy Communion   

 



9 

 

Preface 

        It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

        ...we praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing of the Bread and Wine                                                                      Pastor Nate Preisinger 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

            thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread;  

            and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

            and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.        

 

Communion Instruction 

Bethany welcomes all to receive the body and blood of Christ in Holy Communion. An usher will direct you 
forward where you can receive communion via intinction, or pick up a pre-packaged communion set or a 
gluten-free communion set from the tray in front of  your seating area. Groups are welcome to visit a 
communion station together. Those who are not receiving communion are invited to cross their arms across 
their chests to receive a blessing.  
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Lamb of God 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Music                                Glorious Day                             Mark Hall & Michael Bleeker 

Sounds of Praise, dir. Paula Wills                   (Saturday, 5:00pm)                                             arr. Gary Rhodes 

One day when heaven was filled with His praises, 
One day when sin was as black as could be; 

Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin, 
Dwelt among men, my example is He. 

The Word became flesh and the light shined among us, His glory revealed! 

Living, He loved me, dying He saved me, buried He carried my sins far away. 
Rising, He justified freely forever; one day He's coming, O glorious day! 

One day they led Him up Calvary's mountain; 
One day they nailed Him to die on a tree. 
Suffering anguish, despised and rejected, 

Bearing our sins my Redeemer is He. 
The hand that healed nations stretched out on a tree, and took the nails for me. 

One day the grave could conceal Him no longer; 
One day the stone rolled away from the door. 
Then He arose over death He had conquered; 

Now is ascended my Lord evermore. 
Death could not hold Him, the grave could not keep Him from rising again! 
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                                                                   Rise Up, My Heart, with Gladness                                Johann Crüger 
Laura Tribby, soprano                                      (Sunday, 7:30am)                                       arr. Patrick Liebergen 

Rise up, my heart, with gladness, the Lord has won the fight;  
Sing out with no more sadness, proclaim the Lord of light. 

They laid Him in the tomb, gone is the day of gloom,  
Now praise the Lord on high, He lives no more to die. 

Sing praise in jubilation, my Savior’s pain is done; 
He brought the world salvation, and came as God’s own Son. 

My Savior died for me, He reigns in victory, 
Give glory to the Lord, the King of all adored. 

 

                                                                            Now Glad of Heart                                                  K. Lee Scott 

Chancel Choir, dir. Michael Pohlenz           (Sunday, 9:00 & 10:30am)  

Denver Brass 

Now glad of heart be everyone!  The fight is fought, the day is won,  
The Christ is set upon His throne, Alleluia! 

Who on the rood was crucified, who rose again, as at this tide, 
In glory to His Father’s side, Alleluia! 

Who baffled death and harrowed hell and led the souls that loved Him well 
All in the light of lights to dwell: Alleluia! 

To Him we lift our heart and voice and in His paradise rejoice 
With harp and pipe and happy noise. Sing alleluia! 

Then rise all Christian folk, with me and carol forth the One in Three 
That was, and is and is to be, Alleluia! 

The fight is fought, the day is won, the Christ is set upon His throne, 
Sing alleluia! 

 

 

Table Blessing                                                                                                     Intern Rita Argus 

 

Post-Communion Canticle             "Hallelujah" from Messiah                                             G.F. Handel 

Chancel Choir, dir. Michael Pohlenz         (Sunday, 9:00 & 10:30am) 

Denver Brass 
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 Sending  

Benediction                                                                                                       Pastor Nate Preisinger 

Sending Hymn                   Thine Is the Glory                                           Hymn #376 

You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal                                                                                                       Pastor Gary Sandberg                                                            
    Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia.  
     Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude                                               Toccata from Symphony V                                 Charles-Marie Widor 

 

Liturgical Text and Music: From Sundays and Seasons.com © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by  
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006681, One License #A-705765 and CCLI #1825408 
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Pick up a devotional booklet for the Easter season, written by Pastor Nate, at the Mission Center desk.   

 

Bethany has a podcast! New episodes are posted every week that are designed to inspire, challenge,  
and uplift you during your daily walk of faith. Our podcast episodes feature sermons, Bible Studies, 

interviews, and guided devotionals from members of the Bethany staff and community.  
Find us by searching “Together 4 Good” wherever you listen to podcasts or use this QR code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For information about events at Bethany, please  

sign up for the email blasts by contacting the office - 303.758.2820,  

or visit www.Bethany-Denver.org/Bethany-news/. 

https://www.bethany-denver.org/bethany-news/
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THANK YOU!!! Our Easter flowers were gifted by: 

Dennis & Barbara Ahlman in thankfulness for our many friends & family 
Kathleen Alrubaiy in memory of my brother, Bill 
Mark & Lindsey Aquilina in honor of Terri Schwartz and in memory of Chase Schwartz 
Jeanette Arps Manos in memory of Don Briggs 
Evie & Jim Ashmore in memory of Alice Metzloff and Marie & Ernest Ashmore 
The Bayles, Brooks and McLean families in loving memory of Jeffery Alan McLean,  
       loving and beloved son, brother, husband and father 
Joyce Beabout & family in loving memory of Jerry Beabout 
Valdiz & Pat Birznieks in honor of our children and grandchildren 
Julie & Mike Bock in memory of Austin Lyle and Marga & Ernst Breckenfelder 
Sylvia Boedeker in memory of Hermann & Elsa Boedeker 
Bev & Bruce Bredbeck in memory of Bev & Bruce’s parents; Doug & Caroline Hall  
       and Walter & Leone Bredbeck, and Bev’s sister; Betty Ahlbrecht,  
       and in celebration of 1-year old grandson, Santiago 
Bob & Judi Burchfield in memory of Robert & Clarabelle Burchfield and Lenora & Lester Hofmann 
Ryan Callahan & Tia Whitaker in honor of Mike & Lynn Callahan and Pam & Stan Whitaker 
Susan Clapsaddle in memory of my sister, LeAnn Knutson 
Gene & Linda Commander  
Katie Cowan in memory of Joy Peterson 
Dave & Tammy Craven in memory of Don Craven and Roy Wittebort 
Mark & Anne Dana in honor of Kimberly, Chris, Stephanie, Madeline, Jackson & Luke 
The Davy Family in memory of Judy Houchens 
Kevin & Michelle Dempsey in honor of Richard, Micaela & Natalie Dempsey 
Deb Distler & Garth Englund Jr. in memory of our parents:  
      Clete & Charlene Distler and Mary & Garth Englund, Sr. 
Vicki Dwyer in honor of Mary Conner and in memory of Bill Conner 
Teresa & Craig Faessler in memory of Teresa’s mother, Maxine Mattheis 
Julie Ford in memory of Bob & Barb Arterburn and Vernon Ford 
Karen Frey in honor and memory of family & friends 
Marie and Julie Friedemann in memory of Oscar & Eleanor Friedemann 
Sandy Galyath in memory of Greg and in honor of William & Quinn  
Shirley Grady in honor and memory of Grady family memories 
Jan & Dennis Graham in memory of Hunter Graham and June Tilsley  
      and in honor of Connor Graham 
Daniel and Brad Hass, and Janet Sparling, and their families in memory of Ernest Haas 
Carol Haller in memory of Bryan Shaha and Celia & Robert Haller 
The Hamilton family in memory of Bud MacDonald 
Peter & Caroline Hancock – Lord, hear our deepest prayer this Easter 
Steve, Mary, Daniel & David Harley in memory of Richard & Virginia Will 
Steve & Valerie Heuer in memory of our son, Will 
Gail Hipke in memory of John Hipke 
Julie & Guy and Laura Holliday in honor of our family 
Sharon Ingles & Dennis O’Hare in memory of Tom & Jean Welder 
Arlene Johnson in memory of family loved ones  
Susan Junge to God’s glory 
The Kimsey family in honor of our blessings 
Bill King in memory of Dorothy, Charles & Elisabeth King, and Rex & Betty Grimsley 
Michelle & Arthur Kraus in honor of our Bethany family 
John & Dianna Lanpher in honor of Everett (Bud) & Ruby Larson  
       and in memory of our son, Brad Lanpher 
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Easter Flowers - continued: 
 
Sally & Kevin Lieb in memory of Kenneth Brandt, Phyllis Lieb and Roberta Mackiewicz 
Jack & Jean Lindsey 
Vinny, Penny and Kristen Longo in memory of Stacie Longo 
Diane McAllen in honor of my children and grandchildren 
Patrick McCarter in memory of my dear Cackie 
Marilyn & Dick Metcalfe in gratitude for worship at Bethany 
Linda, Scott, Heather, Julie, Eric, Lindsay, Ryan, Courtney, & Leah, in loving memory of Gary Miller 
Ian & Kyra Morgan in memory of Ardith Swisher 
Janet & Jim Mortinsen in honor of our children; Matt, Peter & Abby 
Gayle & Chuck Newell in memory or our parents & grandparents  
       and in honor of our children & grandchildren 
Bob & Judi Newman in loving memory of our parents 
Charles & Susan Pattison in memory of our parents and in honor of our grandsons 
Viv & Bill Pereboom in honor and memory of our parents 
Doris H Petersen in memory of my father, mother, brother & sister  
       and in honor of my children, grandchildren & great grandchildren 
Mary & Gary Rathje in loving memory of our grandson, Ethan,  
       and with joy and gratitude for our children & grandchildren 
Darla Reeves in memory of Bridee Sunshine  
Art & Gerry Sandberg in honor of Pastor Gary, Karen, Daniel and Stefn 
Gary & Karen Sandberg in memory of Ron & Esther Svoboda 
David & Jean Scott in honor of our grandchildren, Fletcher, Elliot, Hannah, and Anders 
Mary & Gary Shimp in memory of Kay & Wally Westerman and Alma & Fred Shimp 
Barb & Erik Stone in memory of our parents 
Karen Tennien in memory of Brian Tennien and in honor of Lily, Violet, Ivy, Sonny,  
       Brooklynn and Grant 
Paul Tokheim in memory of Liz Tokheim 
The Trigg Family in memory of Wendy Trigg 
Mimi & Lisa Tupper in memory of John Howell 
Bill & Judi Warkenton  
Annell & Matt Weissenbuehler in honor of family 
Tim & Cheryl Whitecotton in memory of Uncle Charlie & Aunt Alice 
The Whitmore family in loving memory of Bill Whitmore 
The Witt-Puga family in loving memory of Catherine Witt and Joan Witt Cowan 
Al Youngdahl & Barbara Sanborn in honor of the people of Ukraine 
Peter & Lucille Zwanzig in loving memory of friends and family no longer with us 


